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JEFF BRIGGSS LOVE STORY.

BY DBRET HARTE

1 Conciuded from laxt Sunday's Sun,)

CHAIPTER IV,

Aue Boily wis making pies in Lhe kitchon
(e pEXL moEning whon Joeff hesitutingly _pl--:"
gpon her. Tha moment was uot a felieitous
onn, Plaemaking wne usuully an neiressive
pursult with Aunt Sallv, entersd Inth soverely,
and prosecuted into the biiter ond. Aftor witeh-
jug lier & fow monients, JuofT oo ap nod plaend

" It ansbody, Migs Mayfeld—
U Nabody But yodr, TAak Dedeal®

Bl extemded Tive TG hngd with a smile. In
e dontre wl ber pidim Joy four shipiug double
1L skl

* Therer
maorning!”

Juff wis "ll"lt«'!ltil'!l.

O course you did (1T OF conrse {8 war pou
who found my slippert” anld Miss Mayfleld,

lio bogan,

1 found those in my slipper this

liughing, "Dt why il you  put shot
Il Me, Jelr? In soms (Githollo conne
tlvs whin p=opin havie  done  wrong the

priests mnke thom do ponaaes by walkioe
With pens dn thele shovs! What have 1 over
ot iy yon ¥ And why shot? Thor're ever
s mueh harder than pons.”

Huvine only the misahinvous, lnnghing face
hetore him, and the opon pnim containing tha

pis wrthe tendoriy arotud her, Poople very | dnmning evidenee of the broken Elsy's ear-

mach tn Jove fud rulief, 1 am told, Lo this vica-
rlous e 1TCEs low,

“aunty”

“Well, Jeff! Thar, now=yer gittin' all
dough!” Neverthuluss, the hard fase relnxed o
file, Something of A smilo stole round ler
pouth, showing whnt she might have been bo-
fore theology nod bitters Lnd supplied the nat-
gral teminine longiugs.

« Aunty, dear.”

*You = boy

1t was & boy's face, niheit beardod like the

_ with an extra flerceness in the mous-
taabiios, thnt fooked uvon Lers. Bhe sould, not
help bestowing a grim floury kiss upon it

* Well, what {s it now 7"

w P thinkioe. Aunty, it's high timo yon and
sepackeld up our traps and “shook’ this ynr
shanty, and loented somewhers else”  Jull's
volse was ostentutiously cheerful, but his eyes
ware 8 little nnxlous,

“What for, sioe 2"

Jeft hinstily roconnted his {ll-Inck and the va-
rious Yeasons—excepting, of course, the domi-
pant one={or his resoliution,

* And when do yon kalkilyte togo 2"

It you'll Jook nrter things hers” hesitnted
Jeft, 1 reckon ' go up wlong with Bill to-
morrow, and ook ronnd a biL*™

* And bow long Jdo you reckon that gal would
stay hore after yar gone 2

Thia was a new and startling |den to Jeff. Buat
o bis humillty bie saw vothing in itto flattor
bl conceit. Ruther the reverse,  Heo eolored,
and then said apologetieally |

“1 thought thnt you amd Jinny oconid get
slong without me,  The buteher will pack the
provisions over from the Fork,”

down her rolling pin. Aunt Sally
mraed wpon Jefl with ostentntious delibeen-
tion, "Yeaint," ahe beznu slowly, *ex taking
aman with wimmin oz your father wins—that's
afaot, Jef Drigea! They used 10 giy thot no
woman as he want for could get awny from lilm. |

'

tebhige. Jefl wbwmmersd out thoe teath

“ 1 fouud the slipper in the benrskin, Miss
Mayfiuhd, T pot it In my trunk 1o koo, think-
I por wonldo't mise b, nud it belog a Kind of
remuimbrnnce after you're gone nwiy=—ol—of
the nigbt you cume hpre. Bomobody moved
the trank fn my room,” and he bhune lile hend
here, ' Tha things ioside ull got mixed up.”

“Aod that mwade you chaugs your miond
nbout Keeping ILF" eald Mise Mayleld, still
smiling,

" No, mniss,"”

* What was it, then 7

“1eave It Lnek to you, Miss Mayflold, becauss
I was golng nway”

“Indeed! Whera?"

"I'm goingto find another loeation. Mayho
rou've notiewd," lie continued, Inlling ek into
his old npologetio mauner in spite of Lils pelde
of redolution, " muybe you've noticed thnt this
phien hers s no ndvantages for a hotel.”

"1 lnd not, ludesd. I have been very com-
fortable,”

"Thank you, miss."”

" When do vou wa 7

“To-night."

For wlihis pride and fixed purpose e eould
not helb looking vrierly in or face, Mise Muy-
e d’s eyes nivt his pleasantly and Quivtiy.

“1'm sorey to part with you so soon,'” sha
snid ns she steppmd back a pace or two with
foided hands, " O! course overy motient of
yourtime now s oecupled. You wiust not think
of wnsting it on me."

Lut Joff hod recovered his sad eomposure,
"Il ke togo with sou, Mids Mavield, It's
the lust time, you kKnow,"" he uddod slinply.

Miss Musfleld did not reply. It was a taelt
nssent, however, although she moved some-
whut stiflly athis side as they walwed towned
the door. Quite convinoed that Jells resolus
tionentmo from his peeuntary troubles, Miss
Muyfleld was wondering I sho hod pot better
ussure him of Lis security from further an-

But ye don't mean to eay yer think yer not good
edongh~such ae yo ave—lfor this snip of an old
maid. ez bie as n wold dollar, and ns yalley 3"

* Aunty," sald Jeff, dropping his loyish man-
per nnd his color ne suddenty, " I'd rathor yo
wouldn't talk that way of Miss Mayfleld, Yo
dop't know her; dnd there's thmes,™ hie ndded
witn & sigh, "ez 1 reckon se don't quite know
meelther. That young Indy, bein® sivk, likes to
b looked after. Any one can do that for her,
St don’t mind who it is. Bhe don't cure for
wme except for that, and," added Jeff, humbly,
*lrs quite natural.”™

“1' didn't say she d1d." retarned Annt Sally,
viclously : " but srving e2 you've gut an enpty
bouse yor on yer hands, aud ms a slavin® here
ot jlet nothin’, i! this gal, for the sake o' galla-
nantin’ with ye for a apell, elicoass to stey hera
and keep ber fnmily here, and pay high for i, 1
don't see why It min't yer duty to I'rovidence
and me to tnke ndvantage of (L™

Jeff ralsed s evos to his nant's fase, Por the
firit time it strock bim that she might be hia
father's sister and yot hiave no blood In her
velns that npswerad to his. There nre few
shocks more startling and everpoweriog to
original natares than thissudden sensa of lons
liness. Jeff could not speak. but remained look-
Ing Narsely at her,

Aunt 8ally misintarpreted his silones, nnd ra-
tarned to ber work on the ples, ™ Tho gal ain't [
8o {00l," she continued, rolling out the crist us |
Uabo were laying down brond propositions. |
* §he rockons on it, 100, &2 T It was charged In |
the vill with the bonrd and lodiging. Why, didn't
she say to me, last night, that she kinlkilated
sloresha want away o bring up some Iriends
from 'Frisco for a few diuve’ visit? and did |
abe say, In that pipin' affacted vice o' hefs, |
‘Loughter make soms return for yer kindness
wd yor nephew's kindness, Aunt Sallp, by
showing people that can lelp you And keep
vour house full how plensant It 1s up here?"
She ala’t no fool, with all her falntin's and
érin's swny! No, Jeff Brigws. Aud If she
winls o show yo off agio tham elty fellows ez
sts knows, and ye ain't got spunk enough to
stand up and show off with her—why—" she
turnad hor head fmpativntiv, but be wis gonme.
1! Jeff ind evar wavared in his resolution he
would hnve baen stendy enough nowe. Bat ho
bad pover waverad : the eonviction nnd resolo-
tons of suddenly awakening ehnractsr aro sel-
dom moved Ly expsdiency. He was cager to
lante the bitter dregs of Lis cup ot onee, IHa
bogan to prek his trunk nnd made his preparn-
tons for departurs. Without avoldiog Mies
Mapfleld in this naw exeltempnt, ha no longer

felt the neeld of ber prescace, He hnd sutis-
fled his feverish anxleties by placiog his trook
Inthe hall veaide his open door. and wis slt-
tiog on'uls bed, wrostling with a faded and overe-
tasiel carpet-bag that would not close and

Bocapt Lis hard condRions, when asmnil voles
from tha etalrense theilled him. Hewolked to
the corridor, and looking down. Leheld Miss
Miyfleld midwiy on the steps of the staironss,

8hie had pever looked so benutiful before!
Jeff bind only seer. her in those soft puwrip-
plogs nod hall dishaditle that belong to invalid
femlpinity. Always refined nnd madest thus, in
her present walking costume, thers was ndied
Malight wueh of coguottish ndarninant. Thore
Was a briglitness of estor in her clionk and eye,
bartly the result of ellmbiog the stilreass,
bartiy the resuit of that nuducions impuise that
bad Ind har—w modest viegin—to suek n gentle-
mAD In this personal fasiion, Maodesty in a
Youog girl tns w eamfortabls satlsfying eharm,

noyines from Dodd.  Awnin=wonderful eoms
plexity of femule fntelloct i —s kg wis an little burt
At his dngentitinde to ber for n Kinduosa e could
oot poseibly buve Koown. Miss Marfleld felt
that in some way slie wus uojustiy trosted.
How mnay of our misurabie sex, incapable of
divination, bnve been erushed under that un-
rensonibie fomicioe reproaf=" You ought 1o
Lave Rnuown "

Tho alteruonn sun was indeed shining bright-
Ir us they stepped out befors the bludk angle of
the " Hull-wny House:" but it failvd to it
wate the bubitually practici] anusterity of the
mounntain brocze—un fact which Miss Mayfield
bl never before noticed. The Houss was eor-
tndnly Wienk upd exposed : the site by to wenns
u postival one. Stho wondered of 8he had not
puta romanse futo i, wupd perhinps wven nto
the mwan beside her, wiien did not belong to
wither, It wis n moment of danwurous doubt

“1don’t know but thint you're rlebt Mr. Jeft,
shosnid, Anally, as they liosd the il and ba-
Eip thie nscent togethier. " Thls plave (s o little
guesr, nod Vlenk, and—unattractive,”

" Yes, misa,"” said Jefl, with dircet simpliclty,
"I've alwars wondered whiat you eaw in it to
mnke you vontent o stuy when it would be so
niteh prettier, and more sultsble for you at the
"Summit -

Miss Muyfield bit her lip, nnd was silent
Alter n luw moments climblpg  she  suld,
nimost pettisiily, ' Where (s thils latous ' Sumi-
[T16 i

Jeff stoppad. They hnd reached the top of
tho bill. He pointed across an olive-grsen
chinsm to a hgher level, where, baskine in the
declipingsun, ciastered the long ramviing out-
butidings around the whiste blinking fugade of
the " Summit House.,"” Framed in pluvs aod
Lemiovks, tender with soft gray stusdows, aod
pesting boyond a foreground of cuitivated
slope, IUwas webinemiog rustie pleture,

Misa Maylleld's quick vyatook inlta details.
Her gquick totellset ook in something vise, Ble
Bl seated herseld on e road-buuk, and
Cutepine ber kpves batween Her lobvkoed Hhgers,
stie suldenty looked up ut Jeflo " Whint pos-
stsbmil ¥you to cowe Ball way Uy a mouutain, lo-
#teud of guing onto the wp

" Poverty, wiss!"

Miss Mayficid flushod a little at this practieal
direct nuswer to ber bulf-flgurative question,
Huwever, shie began to think thnt wordl Alpine
climblitge youth gl Lnve pecuniury restrle-
tions |6 their bigh ambitioos, sud that the bero
ol " Exiulslor” wilght bave suceunibud to more
posmerivl coposition thisn the wlsdom of Age or
e biaudishmeuts of Besuty,

“¥uu wean st property up there s more
eXpeLbive?”

*Yos, mise."

"Bt you would like to live there 1

Yt

“They were both stlent. Miss Mayfleld glancod
nt Jetl under the corners of Lo lasiios, o was
leanluge ngainst & tree nbsorved io thouglt, Acs
eustotned LIGOR upon hiw ns o pledaing ple-
turesgue object, yuite (resl, origliuul, wad elinr.
atie, s wos sumiewhat disturoed 1o tiod
LUt tosdily e presented certaln otber qualities
wilob cledrly did Mot neres with boe precon-
enived Lieas of uls condition. He bad ubane
donid bis usilnl liree top Lus [or low slioes,
usud sbe codld net belp notleing tuat s feat
wury sl sud wicader, B8 wers bis hnnds,
wibeit browoed by expowure, His reiddy color
wus gona. tou, nnd bis face, pals With sorrow
utid vxporivoos, Hnd & tew espreesion, e
buttaped-up cont nod white collar, o volike lis

resgnized enalis Ly all homanity: bat he muat

bensorry koave or w worss prig who s not

doliciously thrllled wing Mudesty pits Iu-rI

charmiog little foot just over the thresuold of
olrinty,

“Ths mountnin would not ecome to Moe
bammad, so Mohammold must coms to the
monutnln," said Miss Musflwd. " Mother s
Mleep: Aunt Bully Is &t work In the kithen,
Sud liero wm L already dressod Lo w ramble 1o
this bright afterucon sunsiion. aad no ons to
BOwith me, Dut, perhnps, you tog, are busy *"

“No,miss, 1will be with you I s moment."

Twiah Iuould say that ha went back to ealm
bis pulsps, which the danuercas mum: ofe Miss

yilell’s voies bisd set to throbbiog, by o few
moments' ealm and dispassionnta refloction.
Batha only returned to brush bis curls out of
bis eves and earw, nod to bution over his biuse
fannel sbirt  white lisen coilnr which be
thought it better barmonizo with Miss Mas-
Beld's utticn.

bl was sitting on the staireass, poking her
Parusol throngh the balusters. * You neod not
Bave taken that troable, 3Me. Joff,” ahe sall,
vlonsaatly, ** You nre a part of this mountnin
Bitdre at wll twes, but J am obliged to thiok
Of (ream

It woa no troubls, miss.”

Bomething in the tones of his volce mada har
look |n bis face as sho ross. It was o trifle
baler, nud a littlo older, The result, doultless,
tWought Miss Mayfiald, of hin yestorduy’s ox-
Dariauce with the Deputy Shorlff. Buch wns
ber rapld deduction, Nevorthsless, after the
Inshion of ber sex. shie Immdiitely bogan to
Rgus from quite another hygothesia,

) You are angey with me, M, Jofl.”

.. What, I, Miss Mayfieid 7"

Yos, vau."

:Ilu Mayfiald.™

“Oh' ye8 you are, Don't deny iti”

“Ewr l;u BOUL——

vl You give mo —pan-
ar punlshments and—pen

Jeflf opened his blue eres on his tormentor,

Usial sell, nlso tind its suggestivas—wuich Miss
Mayileld was ut Gest bucliued o resent. Wowmoen
nre gulck
Wisely Tros thess sinui detalls,
slie Legdan io guite itother tone,

"L yuu rewstnbur your mutkier—AMr,—Afr,—
Lrigys 2"

Jeit noticed the new epithel
Hiwd when 1 was guite youts."

" Your litbier, thiea ¢
JUlUs eye Riudied o Lttle aggrossively, I re-
Sebaer Ao
Whist wiss ho?"

O Mgy falid 2
— \\'-qul W.on bis businoss or nrolaulon?"_

" He=hudu't—uny 1™

"0, 1 sve—u geutleman of property.*

Jefl liesitatied, lookod st Miss Mayfleld hur-
rlediy, colorud, und il oot reply,

“Aund lost bis property, Mr. Briggs

With oue of those rure Lnpulses of an over-
tasked gentle pitury, Jefl lorned upon ber sl
wont snvagedy, “ My fathine wos & gambler, and
BLot Bimsedl ot gnmbling twbie'"

Muws Musfld rose Lurriedly,
yuur pardon, Mr. Jef."

Joefl wus silent,

“ You kuow—you must know—that I did not
meny—="

Noruply.

“Mr, Jom 1"

Heor little hand fluttered toward him, and it
upon bl slewve, whers (8 was suddenly eaps
tured dnd presssd passlonuntely 1o Lis lips.

Ll gt menn 1o be thoaghitiessor unkind,”
aaid Dliss Maytold, discroetly keepiog to the
point, sd trytog weakly to dissogage ler
band. " You kuow 1 wouldo't burt your feel-
lugs,"

" 1 know, Miss Mayfiold.” (Another kiss.)

* 1 wis Ignorant of your history,™

Wos nine” 1A Kivs,)

“And i 1 eould do anything for you, Mr.
Jul*=sha stonpad,

It was a very trying position, Bolog small.
#hie was deawn after ber band guite up o Jofl's

Nevoriuvloss,

* No, miss, she

" I=I—beg

Qowid Aunt Bally have bees saying anytbhing 1

slyulder, while Le, sassatiog 1o moposyllables,

| i [ew linvs Written in patetd b wlnr
o nutive Bold BUEUr wore or lvse |

was parting the fngers, and kisslog thom sep-
aritely. Reasounblo digeourse fn this sititude
wis out of the guestion, Bhe Lud recourse to
wiriteuy,

" Ol

" Miss Mayfeld!™

" You hurt my bnpd."

Jeft dyopped it (ostantly, 2f(es Mayfield put
It In the pocket of her sneque for security. Da-
sldes, it had been o bokimsed that it seomed
unplensantly eonsolous,

1 wish yob wouldl tell ma all about yoursell,"
ahin went on, with a ewctiin charndng femlninge
subilssion of menoer quite uolike her ordi-
nnry spoech, “1should like to holp you, Per-
hops 1 can. You kuow 1 am guite independent ;
I menp—"

Slis poused, for Joff's face botrayed no slgns
orlnrmlmth-ti-r following,

‘Lo 1 any what peopla eall rloh In my
own Flght, Tenn do an’ T ploase with my own.
Hoany of vour teonbile, Mre, Jeff, arines (rom
Wit of meney, oF dagitad; (Cany sonsiderntion
ol thint ko tikee Yo nwag from r'-nllr'l"ﬂl"-
WL ool sive woun that feouhfe, wnd flnd for sou
<prtinps a e wetur—tint whiok gou wes
wennelora, b owontid o wo slsd to do dr, You will
Hud the world very wide, and very oold, Mr,

eI sl continued, with a osrtaln ale of proe-
tienl nululrlc.-rul’ qulty natural to ber, LUt #x-
plicibin to bee Trlends iad negunlntinees only
e tho copscigusnems of pecunlary. indog
demest it 1 wish you wottld ne frank with
mit,  Althino onm on woman, 1 Know some-
thinve of hasyess,"

“Lwiil e frank with you, miss,” anid Joff,
teirn i m volorivss fiee npon hee, U 1 vou wos
el pieb oo Wy Bank of Calitornin, and eould
thirow your mohey on any fancy or whind that
wtrnei r‘t‘m ut the moment: It yon [vit you
ol by up any wmwnn aod  wounn o
Californtn  thut wne wiiling to be bought
s sned U oie el iy aunt wepe stiveving Hh tie
roml, we wanbdn't touch tho monsy that wa
Lt aairnet Dely, amad dldn’t baloneg o us,

votgs, Dnin't thnt sort o' moan !

WUl OF this speeeh, Lo s Brusguengss
il sinong, wis nn achio of Yube BUVs tenobing,
tow el of It was nopart of Jefls tnwird
weikness, I entnnot unly I snw Mins Muoyileld
roeold teon liim, Teiddod vo 1l Dittertivss that
liim thought, fere the est time volowd, apn

Lo bt by no tivins ne effective or g
e bwd bongined fvwonld be, but by

sl ot
pee b (o 103 e thers wis the rellel that the

e ] wWiR aver now,
Mgy edd took e iond outof her pocket,
u'tthink yon gaite untderatand ne, Mr.
¥ wihd, aquietiys * and | don't
winderstund vou" She wolked sty wt bis side
tor o few momants, but Bnslly ok the other
phle of the rowd, They had both ll_l_rmld. Lt
uneankdousiy, back sgain to the ™ Half-way

Pgmee,””

Jeir teit like all gunreel-seckers, righteoun or
unlgehtieons, tha full barden of the Dghe, 10 he
vl ld bave relisved his mind.nndat the next mo-
it fengand from Yuba Bill's conch, anid ao
pusscd nway—without s turther word of ex-
wpinsation=nll would have beeo well, ot to
wnlk bk with this girl, whom hoe had st
shiphon off. nnd who must now thoroughly hnte
pig, was somothing he hiod not precosonived,
it delighitfol fopacast of the Jmneluntion,
oowe determined what wee atinll sy and do
withont the Inast consideration of what ¥ Lur
watd ordonn to us in return. Noguarrel pros
comdd Xy 18 wo expect s people hive sush
awiy of belinving Hoieally! And hore wis
Moisn Muslield, whio was elearly derslict, nd
whoo should bnve neted under that eauvieni
wilking slong on the other slds of the rond,
tradiinge the splenilor of hee parnsol in the dust
Tk wn offended goddess, "

They had almost regclhied the housa, At
whnt thie do you go, Mr. Briggs?" ssked the
yultie ady gnuietly,

AL elwvon to-ndht, by the up stngn.”

“Lexpest somn (flouds by thul stage—ooming
with tuy futher.”

" Ay atut will tnke good eare of them ** sald
Joft ndittie bitterly,

S0 have nodoutt,” respondesd Miss Maylold
gravely: * but 1 was notthinkine of that. 1 il
bopod to introduce them 1 you to moprow,

Jangiv

Bt Ishnll not e up so late to-nleght. Aud 1
Lud beiter sny good Ly to you pow."
She extended the unkissed hand. Jofl took

ir bt preseotly letthe Hmp Bogers tall irough
s awn.,

L wish you good fortune, Mr, Driges."”

o e aogreve litkle bow, aod vanished
into the house, But hers, T resrotto sy, her
Indytiks valm also yanislied,  She upbralded
Ler mother peavishly for obliging ber 10 gook
th rt of Mr. Ericws tn hér npessicy exer-
(i ;‘pu Bung bersell with an lujured wir upon
the sialn.

“Bat I thought you lHked this Mr. Briges,
Ho wiems tn necomitiodating surt of person,””

“Very nccommodnting, Goipd AWKy Just us
AR pX Tl torn "if" ™

MG e nwny ¢ sy re. Mayfiold Innlarm;
“sucely be must be told thel we eXpect sute
prevacition tor our friends.” i

O wild Miss Mayfield, quiekly, " his sunt
will nreange that,"

Mes, Mayfleld. habltunlly mystified at her
dinenhter's wonds, ssid no mare, She, however,
fulfllled Wer duty conscientiously Ly rising,
throwinig s wenp over the youne girl, tuokiue
i ok ber fsot, anid haviog, ns it wers, drawo &
clinrituble vell over her vecullarities, iwit her
nione,

At balf-past ten the eoach dashed up to the
“Halt-wuy House," with a finsh of lights nod o
turst of eheory voices, Jell, coming upon the
et was met by by Me, Maytlald, aesompuan v-

g n dndy and two gantiemen: evidentiy the
wurstepluded o by bis dougliter, Ao
s JeIt hiod besome to Mre. Masleld's

1ok superiority, i seemed unboeneable sow, and
the ensy Indifforsnea of the guests to s own
nrvannes todehed him with o new bitterarss,
Hore wope her frivnds who wern to tike bis
plaee! It win a relinf to grnsp Yuba 1S lnrgs
Lo and stand with Bim alone beside the bar,

* m rewdy to ko with you to-oilgbt, BUL" sald
Jofl, wler o pause,

X 1 put down bis glass—a slgn of absorbing
nlirest,

" And these yar strangers [ fatched 3"

" Aunty will take care of them, ['ve fixed
evervihing'

LI Inid both his powerful hands on JefMs
ferw, backed him aguinst the wail, and
siurveyed Dim with great gravily,

“ Briges's son clir through! A littls off eolor,
but the geit all thae!  Bully for you, Jeff,” e
writig J4Ms hianed betweon bin own.

i illi;f'l'_amd Julf, hesitatingly.

ol 4 .

You wouldn't mind my gettlne wpon the
Lox e, belore all the folks get round '

” 1 peikon not, Thor's the box seat il ready

or yi,

t‘lnnhiuf{ to his hliih perch, Joff, India-
tiogulstinble in_ the durkness, lodked  out
upon the porch and the moving Neures
of the  passsueers, oo Dill growlioe out
Lile orders to his active hostler. and on the
twinkilog Hehts of the hotel windows, In the
miystery of the night and the vitterncss of s
hepet, everything looked steagge, There wis
Vbt in Miss Muyfield's room, but the curtains
were denwn, Upce he thought they moved, bug
then, lenciul of the fascvination of watehine
thiere, hie turned his tiee resolutoly nway,

b, to Hs retiel, the hour eames, thie pns-
red thie conch, Bill hed mounted
liee bk el wis stowly guiliering hia reius,
when u ?!arrilli voloe rose lrom the porch,

L deri™

Jotl Jeaned an anxlous face out over the
QO g

It was Aunt Salle, brenthieas and on tiptos,
reachilng with W letter, "Sothin' you toreoy "
Thirnam n hosren stoage whilsper, porletly nu-
dilietovvery one: " Frong lee!™

Jetl miund the dotter withoa burning face, The
whip stinpped, nnd the stace plunegsi Joerwael
it gl dorkness,  Preseotiy Yoo Bl reached
down, eoolly detnehed vne of the owsels b ps,
and i 4 it o Jeff without s worid,

Juil tore open the sovelope, [t eoutained Cy-
ris Parker's B peceipted, nnd the weil, A
ther minnil s eontilned ten dollurs,
s
vl bugipess hind, By the lght of the lawup
Jelf revlns fullows:

“ I hiope you will forgives me for invine telod
£ Db o eva dn thos seeldentnd wiy, before

KIew Low strong wers your olgections to sy

roly tid,  Nabdndy Knowsthis but mysell, Even
Me Ddi thip ks my fntie e wdvivnsl U tmopey,
TU ten dolies the pasen] woubl hivo Kept, hut
I oo i disgoege ot 1 did wadl winkis you
were ook foer the letter foothe woods, Pray
foratet nll pbouk i, und any paio you oy huve
Lind from 4. MM

Frouk nnd oractienl as this Istter apuearnd to
Bos, s, sloulitiesn, s (L wos otended o be by
ite wiiter, Uhe render will not [uil to notiee thint
Miss Mavfold sald nothing of having over-
heard Jett's guarral with the deputy, nod left
:uu Lo bplor that that Linetionnry bad betrny el

1.
detills not affocting the resull usually ovors
fvoxnd tu femining vihics,

o momoment Jefl® o eat pale and dumb,
erushivd unider the ruius of his pride and seit-
love, For momioment he listed Miss Muyiield,
Al sl selamphant] How she miust hinve
inwordiy kgt at his spesol that morning
with whint refined crusity ahe bhnd saved this
evidence of s humbintion o work her ven
iues on B now.,  He eonid pob stugd il
Ho comld wot live wpder at] He woulil go ok
woil sl 3 hinse—hiis clothes—every thing
=t gty thiin wieked, henrtiose, eruel girl thnt
Wiis Killlng—yen, Killing

Amirons ol Lok the swinglog lnntern from
Biw nnsteindy Nowers, o strome Dol P-Jaut‘hhuni
iteif ol the papers snd Miss Moayllgld's note, »
strong nrm was Jdeawn nround Wim=or bis -
ure wim swnying to and tro, his hend was giddy,
el ls ot Hwd tidlen off=-and & strong volos,
witwdd o bintie busky, whispeced fn lis war:

U Lary. buyl eusy oo thedown grude. 100 all
be o tnon miinit

Jeff teivil to comprehend him, but his brain
wis wiiirlineg.

“Pull yourself together, Jeff!" sald Dill, after

B e,
Look ynr!" ha E_ghl. suddenly, " Do

&h

.

B T

vour hink you candrive ?I 3
Thy words recalled Joll to hils srnscas, Bl
Inid  the six relus In hin  hunds, A
sengn  of  lite,  of  activity, af e,
ciate back (o the youns man as hig llmvn
cloand liellciously on the far-penching, theillinge,
vt Insthern sinews that controlsd the six
livrses, snd seemsd to be (nstinet npd maguetio
withi thvir boundinee 1ife,  Jofl, Inlmlllf bnok
Augninat them, Tedt the strong youthtal Wde rr'lll
bk 1o s benrt, nnd was Blnssif n;fniu. il

)

munitimg ook the tawd the Bapeas,
and read h:ﬂ hi’:ﬁ:’&'ﬁ.‘.‘ 'Anut: Sluille

It wus simply ong of thown unpleasunt |

atala over his fase, After & pauge, ha snid again,
“Give Blus Grane her head, Joff, D—n?ttho
aln't Mirs davilodd®

Jotl reingid the mugeles of Bis welpta, fo as to
theow the tiamby nind forefingers in telfle for-
v, This simple netion eeiivved Bloe Grane,
il Miss My Hord, sl made the coneh stoid-
ior and less jorky, Wonderful co-rslativn of
lorres, Z

“hwe! wnid Yoba Bill. quirtly putting the
conch lamp binek In Ite plueds “ you're better
mlrondy, " Thare's nothioe hke wix horses to
driw b wominh out of 4 man. I've knowesd a
ek whivre {t took sieht mwoustenes, but (t was s
wenilatter, T Now  Orlenns, and |Ill_-§ wee
prend s Y gl et op n flgie oo s Piate!
I =t nln't rulrmln' : Sol Now, Jeff tikw
your thine, nnd tike it easy, nnd whnt's all this
"I‘ mlsrnit ¢

ooontedl wix ery mustangs, and acthe same

O U T R T ull'antw e{‘vmlltun
Of the gulitly strogsglon of Taove nt H L WIN 1
perinrmnnos beyond Jeff's powers, w hind ro-

GONEKS Lo i ey staovitn, which somshow
sl W Bim as ineTeotive e his previnus
Wiseptrean b Miss Miuayilald i He wis n little In-
obierent, nnil perhnps mixed it impeessione
ot Debe tide, bt Jie povertlieliss g 1 to
eondes 1o I semo genuenl idui of the svents
O Ve gt threw dnvs.

AN miae Bent ye off after that letter, that
;\':nlnl t‘_'lhur. while sho (xed things up with

LILTR LT

" {m-." aithd Joff, furiously,

“ Yo npwdu'tbuliy the - Pluto® colt, Joff; he (s
Quln’ iis loyel beat, Aud slie snaked thiat 'ar ten

dollnee onter Dodd 2"

Uk nd went it baek o me, nut. B
At such ntimo e this! As 1] was dead broke
=i i . As | f—="

“lu vourse ! |!1 vourwe " anld Bill, soothingly
yor tiening lta honed psgde to bestow o deceitia
sk oo the troes Thot whieisd beside bim, \

A Y b e ya 'L want her mopey

“Yim, Hilll=but ft=it—it—was after she bad
donethist™

Rurely?

Il takp the lines now, Joff.*"*
0. JefT relipsed buto gloomy sl
irllgnt of that Jdnwiess Bisrran
right, andd, cold, and  pigsionlens,
e Witk po moon 1o eied the faoey nsteay
WAtk s Iint loolish mysteries nml sogs-
Prei=3 pothing but on clenr, sinyisn bius twi-
Prgetet with slinesily siouetted shdows, prolated
Bierres ] thieere with breizht) Inreesspaged, ¢on-
stnnt mboes, Ui desegy Breath of tie pliie Woods,
thies Bininit, vonl, resipous spices of Ly nnd e,
nt st bl sureennns te his wounded spirit.
Thies blensed weniness of »xhuubh-ll‘r:ulh Whorln
tetidenly over im, His head nodded, dioppesd,
Yuun B, with o gl sanile, drew bim to s
side, enveinped him (o bis Glanke, nod felt bis
Leeswd nt et sin k. ugon His own brond shiouidser,
A fow iy aites iter the soneh drew ug ut the
R it House," Yuba B0 ot distount,
anputennl st disturbing cirdumstutics thnt
broueht the burkesper U the veranda.
Wi A up, old man | ok

0 RITR
“Sworn off
;

our rea'ine pleen #**
LY wadd B, geavaly, " hee or-
Y ctmpagng every thires hours.'”
Nowver holess, the bnrkeoper Hogerul,
“ Whe's that you'ro ey nassin up thers 1
Iovaretthant Lmay boteive Yola Bl's literal
1t snggested o form of lluuuorrm oney
nr, lskirect, outeneeouns and Linpossible,

Tue barkooper inshod s Inbtern upun Jell's
.-url:a nud s drovolog eyluslies and mous-
(GRS
b'“ I's |.lu]n Lon o' Briggs o' Tuolumne—pooty

W i e 2

Bl bt nod moreply,

" Viayed nimsell out down there, I peckon.
Loft luiw oifles herw fn pnown, '

Y oung moin,' said Bill gravely.

O unn!

RO you're Ioaking for nsafe Investment ez
Wil pow yo bwtter thian forty-rod whiskey at two
Litw i tliss—3int you hibg onter thit ‘ar eifle,
Ity ke your fortin yet, or suye ye (rom M
dragbatd s ernyve" With this ungrneious ufen_--
nutey hw barciod his diintory vissengors baek
futothe conell, cruehed Jiis whip, nod wis nealu

wpon the 1 The Hebte of the " Summit
T preavntly dropped here and there into
the waiting shindows of the trees, Auoilive

streteh thirough thie close set ranksd of ploes,
another dnsh throweh the opening, anofbier
witkel und ciattls by overhangiog rocks aod the
vehiltle wins swiltly  desovnding,  Bill put his
foot on the broke, threw s reins loosely on
the necks of tis enttle, nnd looked loiswrely
bitdk  The great mountnin woas slowsy and
nl‘u!ll'!lv riring botweon thew aod the valiey they
guittod,

! Auid ptthnt same moment Miss Mayfield had
speptirom her bod, and, with o shawl nround
hisr pretty litie Dgure, Wik pressine {n-l‘ Hyes
nedinst w blank window of tue © Hull-way
House,'" aod wooderine where lis was now,

CHAPTER V,

' puseestsd by Bill was not n

The " openin
F’. IEnILLY Views Of Dusitvss Ofwis

fortunnte one.
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Ihes Iu the publie house line ken frow e |

tops of st couchies are Dot ms Judislous i
Thoose taken trom less exalted levels, Certaln it
i bt the Yoo wHll " of the " Lone

House' promised 1ttle more peeuninry vilue
than & conventlonul Ulesatug, 1t wie in s
older nnd more thickiy settied loeality thau

tho ' Hilf-wny House ;" 1u|1um.l‘ It was
but. half # mile away from Campwille,
fumous  In "4 —a plneo with  a  history

amd n disaster. Dot young communitive ary
Hypitlent of sottisments thnt theough nny wevl-
dont fah 1o (uwitll the extfavagabl prooise of
thetr youti, nnd the wounded el of Camp-
sl b erept into the woods and died, ‘The
“ Lons Btar House" wis sl sttt 1o wono the
pass e teavelines from guotlier poing.  But i
o bl Ciapyilie, fnd 1t wos sipendy
winehen] by it drey-rot. Bl who honestly sone-
poived Ehint the jotusion of feesl yvaor blowl
lide Jeil's loto the sthgnsot curreat would
auiekien it had to contess i dinippodntoasnt,

I thought yo eonld put somg g0 L0 the
shinnty, Jolr " sald 101, 7 and muke nlively and
lavatin' Bt the Inek of vitalily wis notinthe

binr |

lindiord, but in the guests, The regular cus- |

toters wers  disiopoined, vacant, Dopeless
men, who enthersd Hatlossly on the veranda
i talked visguely of the past. Thelr Lolows
vymd, feeble Imputency afleoted the stranger,
avorn ns At cheoked oll ngibdtion nmone them-
soives, Do what Jedt wight, the bt of the
bsitnity wera stronger than lis ndavidusiity
pe el ghosts af the past Camovilie beid tovirc

property by invisible mortmain, -
Lt midst of this styopets the * Half-way
House! was pold, Spite ol B0 preadietion, the

provesds barely poid Jull's debie, Aunt Bally
prosenied any troublesome couslderution of
Hee futirs, By apad ¥Ing nstll surplis of promt
L8 § JTERC 3 e 0f W JONENeY Lk W Ger poelo-
MUeKY.  Bie wrote Jell m letter of
Siperlers tnstruction, remindes) e of the ful-
fe it Of e worst prropliesivs fegned e b,
tut beegeeed b e bes alwolide o teiy noinly
the " Wopd,™ " For thin speerit Killeth,"
I visguely,  Whettier this referced te.
¥ o Jel'a busifives, L il nol stisp te
vonstder,  He wis miops inilerested in the infor-
foation that the Muyfielin renoved 1o thie
“Summit Hotel™ two dnys witer b biad delt,
une aliwed It was for her bhenith's sake
continusd Aunt Sativ, bt Dreckoo s nuottier
naie for one of them vily Toliors whao Jined
thnie party and
now,  Toey wlk o
sich woridly rifles
Winy Wy et thier

F=

Wi e e, wnel
Idrvg I8 aut  togeth-
o,  It'a nilowed  at the Forks that Sle,
Mivthad il Packec's B tor you. 1
Bl wasn's po, fur yo'd bev ol e but)f |t

AF, mnned e dndn’e el me 1t was 4

el efl with Jiis dirtec! thist wis why
Vo want oIl 80 suddent, e w Wit I thie
i why Mirs Mayticld pever [0 onn

ushinidl the letter bitween hls fingors,
nnd gaina behiind the bar poured out Lol s
hes of atloiiinnt aud drank it 10 wis got the
st i miniees bis come to the " Lone Stur Hio-
el bt e lad Totiad ts ey reliet teotn Las
present thoughits 10 wae not the Jiest Uioae Lt
Biee Lk folaua this duugerous mlly of suve and
SWHT servion 1e et o m ugoordown foetint
Ihwel of i drviry s o lden KU s =80 lieressit ¥
o his tride,  Jell il Bl The  excuss
ul e dnborn dripkard’s taste,  He wie
Grpuisive ool extraine. Atthe end of toae folr
Winsiom et s out on v Porsl spe Dlght us
i drew e, U Xou miust Gike e frons s

e Loennehit,” e wh i # broken voles

i like tlh owa, Vi we're on the rond
\a'n-‘unu Arrape matters, bul 1 wust go Ww-
ulghe”

Cliat whers ' nsked Bill

“Auvwhers ! Only 1 inust go from biere. I
shiod wo 0T e o wilk.™

Bill woked lined it the young mnn.

His fnne

Wan lustied, s oyes biood-shol, pnd hils bands |

¥ et ament, but with m vistiaat,
f vem b potenmy, BOE looked w 1itthe yes
pobeveds Y Yonve beat deisnibg too bard,  Jetl,

1 thmngh borroe o v tham i 1

L dinh btter of vipaedf toiu that," sntd Jeft,
WALH s et wild, Ludl dysterical Tnugle, *" aud
Lhit s why. Wit Ko, Ahin't ko wlnrwiwd,
B e aof@ad ;™ 1 Ruve stivtigth viourh to
wuvo muysell and Tabindl | But 18 isu's worths the
steugp i hove, 't

He [oft the ** Lone Star [otol " that night. He
woulil, e s bd 1o Bl go oo 10 Sacramenlo and
TEw to et awiiuniion as slerk or edter theps,
He owas tosv old to saen w tewde,  He snbd e
v When, /iter forty-alght hours® Inalality

Lomut, deink, oF staep, 1L dooklng ot Dils G-
R Tew il wbnedng wyes, Deessed o W pies
Like, usilbiunlly, from w certoin Uik bt
Jott mfnlllr BUr AE mwiaey, modd miy i nae with s e

ket wioue withoul iy Pve goue
o than Wiis," lell his wentor o e
sbite uf winled aduiration sod perplexity,

Al Haermwento Ly found s commereind
“openinge.”  But eertain bablte of persunl
Idepeidones, comtioed with m dirovt truth-
Iulness widd simplioiy, were Lol coudueive
o puniness  advapcswient.  He was  rank,
s, b biks hatiots, toapuisiyve and scitishily out-
Ruoken, His vinployer, s gomd-nstured .
Eueensiul L Bis Wiy, nnoous o serve biis own
Interest widd Jefl's eqjunily, steove sl Iibaored
withe b, bt dn v, His employer's wite, &
s more guod-patorel Wotinu, soccessiul o
Lonr way, anid egundly snxtous oserve Jofte 1.
e lymtm mnd Do ow i, tlso SEeove with B we -
Bucevnsiuliy. At the etid of 8 month e dis-
climrgid ik employer nller a sinple, boyish, ut-
terly uhbusinces-Jike Iontervivw, wod swirelly
tors up the wifo's lotter, 1 don’t kuow whut
to ke of thut ehinp, wabd thie lusbsnd 1o Lis
wite, "He's about ke oivilizad nw ao Iojup,”
*And ne conevited, " ndded the lndy,

fowbeit, he touk hiw ecoucelt, him sorrows
Hin curle, moustachvy, browd stoulders, aud

Ity dolines  dpto humble Jodeiogs o e

ek  steeet. The -Iu1n wuocending  this
wors the most restful bo hind passed since
he luft the " Hall-way House." To wander
through the towa, ball consulous of ite strange.

18 Kevpin' company witli ber |
property ninl stocks and |
Ie|

swounly | 1
it thint wos that Mayflesd bribead |

onm nnd novel .Im,tlluc 1ife, and to deeam of &
lehor an) nobior future with Miss Muyileld. to
tewnl no responsibliity but that of wiitine, wis,
T oeveeet to way, o plensire to him, e onds no
neg e cXdupt nmong e poorsr people
modd the chithiren,  He wns somebimnes hungey,
by wnm iEways pocoely elwd, but these fnots eonrs
risd po degradation with, them now. He read
much, aid in htr wiy=J ol winy =tried to umn-
prove his mind i his pecent commersinl experi-
vnes had uBu\m him wurlous infelicities dn his
spegch and weonnt, o 1sinrned o roretot cips
tin provinelsllsme,  He wis conselons thiat
.\1In Mawtiniid lllllﬁl‘ hnve notiond them, yot hin
ol bepationn) peldo kept bim feom evir regeet-
g them, 1f they houl offored w possible ex-
cise For v teentimeut of dilm,

On one of thens nights hin #ieps ohinneod lo
Tewdd Db buto o gambling saloon.. The plaes
Bnd ofMered no teragirntion to b s s dealines
with tha goddoss Clinnes hind !Iﬁltl uf lesn uet vo
Tm:re. evertiicirss, he pincod his lnst Ny
dallnrs on the tirn of a eard. He won, He
won repuntedly ; hiv gnins hind renshed & cop-
shilerahie sum when, fushed, exeitmd, m"u} abi-
?nl‘lll'l'. he wis mudidenly eonsoious that he hud
e i thin emntes of olservation at the tabilos
Lok itpie wp, hiw sive thn m-r dunler hnd paused,
m--r with the eurds in hle motionleas Rngers
witw gnsiog ut him with Axod eyes and w white
e,
o o0ett rose and passesd hurrledly to his side,

Whnt's the tintter ¥ he uskml,

Tha katblor shronk sl 1], as he ap-
progachivd, = What's your name
ua

CGod =l knew it! How mueh have you mot
thers ' Lo continucd o n quick whisper, polot-
i o JeM's winoines,

Clive bundred dollnes,"

AL doublu it you'll get up and quit

PO M

Wy " anked Joff, haughtily, .

JWhe ' yepuated the man fercely: “why?
I, your futher ehot himmall 1 wliere
fob e wittin', nt this tabds,'" aud he
i foroed, hafl-hynterien
al (e over pou shoulidervs )

JulT [itad i finew ws ouloriese IIT the gnmbler's
owi, went buck to hils seat, and ploeed his on-
tir enine onon single card. Thegamblor lookad
LD dervonsty, but dealt, Thers wim b iuse,
wsbieht moaveent wiere Joit stood, sl then
novlmiltnneous ey from the pluyers as they
furned toward Lifo,  Bat lils sent wis viennt,

ian nfter Bhm!  Cull hilm bnek!  fe's won

again Tt b el v anisloed utterly,

fae b elt, or whot indesd followed, he
never olenrcly re i b I8 oV
ments  miust mve  been  automatje, for
whan, two howes  dator, he  foun hltn-
sell at the " Ploneor " conch ol with. Lils

earnet Dok and Glogliots by hils side, e could not
reelill Low or why he bhad come! He hnd n
dunib impresston that Lo L) bigely vacaed
woihive e enliomity=rothier that ho nel oniy
teipporaeily averted W=ard thint he waon still in
e shadow of some bmpendiog entastiophio of
tistiny. Humiust o somoewhers, he iuiist
something 1o be saved! He had no moner
he bud no friends: sven Yubs Bl had
(BT lr;_mrlvrr-.--l o nnother  Touty,  miles
nwny, Yot in the inidst of this stipefaetion
It war s pirt of bis strange mental eondition,
thint teivind ¢ e of Miss Mayteio's v,
farare, i even wpenew, wore constantiy hiefore
b, ty thn wxelusion ol couserutive thought,
A collar she used 1o weir, i ribbon she Logd
oues thel nround her waist, o bins veln in
Jior, dreopped wyoiids nocurve in here soit, fuli,
birdaltke throat, the areh of hor fustey o liere
bl boots=ail s wera plnioer to Rim than
the Tatiaes, or even the presont.  But o volte in
Bls v, s Hgurn bufore bis abetraoted syes, at
It Lroke upig liis reverle,

M Jort Detuis !
Jeft lnm.'lu:ulvnllr took tha ontatrotehnd hand
of i younk clerk of the Plogesr Conch Compaty,
whion Bidd anes necom paa ivd i'l.iln] Bill nnd stop-
pesd b the llni:-wu{ House,” He endeavorsd
10 eolleet Niis thoughits: hore sevmed to be an
QUPOItURITY to go Bumewlivre.

Wt wre you doiug now 7" sald the young
m:uk biriskKiy.

L Aotine sald Joff simply,

YU, I sse—going Jome!'

i The word stupg sharply through
Jo s benaimbed consel T,

NS e el UL ie—"

Luuk Beee, Joil, ! Lroke jo the young man,
Ty ot o ehinnee for you thatdon't full fn n
man's way overy diy, Wells, l"nruol,t Co's
treamire messenger fecm Hobinson's ¥Ferry to
Memiplivys b slipped out, The plm 18 Yi-
ci "t\i‘! I roekon I ean get it for you.'

wn ¥

* Niw, 'I'l‘h|+'|l|-”

"1 ruady,"”

" ome e

n ten wibutes they wore In the company's
offfee,  Wosre 1'% mauager, a oo (amous jo
those duys for bis bolduese snd slirewduoss,
s Tigeered o tie despateh of Lusinese,

The younw cwerk briefly bot defersntially
stited cortiin fuets, A few gueetions sod an-

sif, of whiieh Jeff henrd ouly the
wurds somne " nnd  Yuba Bdl"”

Umitdown, Mr. Lrigis. Good nisht, Roberts,”

Ll yout cherk, Witli an encouri@ine sullo
todefl, bowad himsell oot ns Uie maoager seated
htl}i‘“'ht‘ Iile dewk and beyan to write,

U koow the country preiy wel weon
the Fork und the ﬂummll.y). Driggs "' he sald
without looking np.

"1 Hved there,” sald Jeff,

Phint wns some months ago, wasn't it
THix monthe," snid Jell, with a sigh.

"1i'e chunged for the worse since your house
wis shut ug, There's e;ll::u stretch of unwet-
ted countey infested by ehuraoturs.”

Jet? sut s1lent.

(O

" I'be lnst man but one who precedes you was
shiot by rond agents,®

“Yos wir"

3 e loat sixty thousand dollars up there."

o Your father was Briges of Tuolumno 2

Yus,wie,” Joell's bead dropped, but. glane-
ing mlisly up, hiv snw i pleasiut smiie on lils
atiestioner’s fuve,  Ho was still wreitiog eapldly,
Lut was npparentiy enjoving atthe same Ui
Bame pleisn il fecullsetion,

Your fattier nnd I iost pearly sixty thousand
doliies toevtlier olie . night, ten yoars ago, when
W Were ol you ey,

U Yos mie mnld Jelt dutilousty.
3 lilt:[ IL Wik our aww ioney, Jefl."
en, 8.

Hure's your appointment,” he snid briefly,
throwiug wway bis pen, foiding whst be bad
written, and hnodiug'it to Jef, l'li whs the first
Lo LBt D limad douked mt i sinee e antered,
Ho uow bield out his Lund, grasped Jull's, and
suld “ Good wiglt!”

CHAPTER VI,

It was late the uext evening when Joff drew
up atihe conch ofies wt Rotinson's Forry, whers
lo Wis 1o awril the vonning of the Buminit
coach, His mind, Lited only temporarily out
of ite betumbsd condition during s inteeview
Wil EDe inmpneer, dpendn tol]l boek Inte s dull
abwtractivn, Fudy cobarked upon bis danger-
OUs Juurney, e ptivg wll the medniog of the
trust impesod wpon b, e wias yet vagusly
cunscions  thul ke did pot reallize its ull
Hib partiiee, f[o bind peither the dreead nor

thy  stimulntion  of  eoming
twd foeed dontis. butore in thie  boyis.
Hetiee of nulmal Epirits: b fotise Low wiad

scartoly stieesd with antlelpation, s
tlin bwslore, bn the oxirnvaganes of
sion ba b Dnetodd biosell e

uitieg '.klwﬂ
Mayileld from dnnger, or oven dying for e,
Write lis jourtey bt migd bad dwelt fully
BUY pdButely o every dninti of thelr briof acs
GUEnte D sHe wis continiliy Letore Lo,
Roiw Liiliwm O HeE Noies Witke i lis ouies, Lie sug-

vy louel vl hor tugees, Wae el lis
wut you efter you lell=uot even your |

irpm hindd el whien be Kissod thiem—ali werps

With B pow, but only us s temory, Lo his

" |l.|;|f Pk dn Bis Batgre bide, Lic saw livr not,

I1;-- Polioved It wus o préwonition ol comiug
until.

He winde n few preparations,  The company’
eyt bad todd oo thot the trossu e lotiers,
dlesputcties, whieh Lol accumidalpnted i«

s ralile oo ant, wonbd be fintidead to i
the boxd smd that the arts sosd nio

Uon whre i thia bout, A leas courng
wbd  determuinied  unn moehit Nave
uleoted by the  cold, practionl  Lrug

of curtitly - advies  nuld tasteucton

bt by  the  agont,  but Jofl g

this eumpiime to lis determlpntion even
Bitaipis  Hhin L copebishinl s mpeech
by suyiou: " But I reckon they knew  what
ey wors aliout g the lowee offler wWhi

Rl ment o ups. dnre BNy yirld kll] Eive e
inte, el ye enved B tor all ye're sttt spoken,
Mlivrware only toure prassengers hooksd v eougel

W b e b THOLE piprt R Der, mumpentin epiis !

Two ol e fony ye Ko depend upaon 1o get thie

Tk otk b= Dieade Llowed off the Bist lire,”

e wdidad grimiy.

ACIY ek tus Rummit eoach flashed, rat-
P, wiitiered, noed soagped, ke o disurennleed
Dok, wp to the doag ol the eompan s ‘s (o
A fthinr Oeure, Byt mors than usunlly traou-

It sl ey r-.:ln--. M“N{":l‘ muv il m;&. \i...
al v vt 1r i e Lox, ot geedig Jellin
ll-i_":' b o e el e, . )

Now, thiei " wonid Yubn Bill, addressing thie
“whor's tint godslorsnkom tool T
P & Cou ey sient up yire o thke elinrge
IF trensne Devaupe L'd ks to s
e Bdan Lo kb elumpdon ideit o Calnverns
ity thiit's In solctind to go to h—I1 witn
Boome s o thsts o, Y i ML f. Plut bim vut.
Don't Kvep me waiin® !

"l et geinned wud podnted (o Jeff,

Hoth mien rocosiedd o wslonishiment. Yuba
DL wid thiee ent e Fveo Ve bim spiesch,

S o e e romeed 3 M or sonebedy hne
Pt puntdbangs uee i Jorks oo wan, Jett! Baviiine ) vy
bugu twenty yonrs in thy service, nond s sich
A BACral LOoRn aube Ul Wlhien the ey
strokes my book wnd ser, "you'e e ieondy mrals
We hin teust, JRLL L stirts Gp o] g2oes out de s
Binstead wooden fgasrbiead Tor rowld neeuts to
Iy e sl praction ow, I6 don's Tollow thiut
obte nny cull e go ™

1 was iy ownsovsking, BHL" spdd Joff, with
one of biiw odd, swoet, bovinl smiles, " Ldudn't
Kuow gow wars to drive, bul you re b gul e
bk wn e mow, Bl o vou F=yail s gt
gottie toomenl tw off with wnotber ivolug o

Thnt be d—d " growlml Bill,  Ne
leds, for ten m tom b resilisd the Dioneor
Clomth Comipnaiy with pietieedogiie 1o ppsont i,
tenderad bt rosienstion repeatediy to the
(g A i ke e o8 Bt B, ws everyliondy
expectend, mounted the box, and with w el
mideliction, tuvoiviog the wbole sulliviiwul,
wis T,

U the rond, Joff, n afew hurelod ssntances,
ol liin ulurs. Bill monrowly svcimod W listen,

Lok vilirh el be wald suddeuly,

wa, Hill,

“ 11 the worst happens and yagounder, you'll

tell your tatbvr, Jp don'l’.qwm 10 see ru'm Jirat,

“iighway rebbers.

| Ir

It wu‘n'l' r'm.}ob ol mine, and I d1d my bestto get
¥a ot of it

e sld Jefr, in o faint voice,
tomnynt ba o= bad P eald DL softaning s
T thoy Lume, d=n "om, witso ot g p e nboned,
en woll vz 1F iy geed thint ngent gin it ye, but
thny ko Kunwe we'ci g gutenl 1"

L wnan’t thinkinee of thot, Bid T wos think-
Ln of my fnther,”  Awd Do todd Bill of the guw-

Inﬁlf dpimoade it Baoramerto,

e wenn to sny v letttham honnda with
n |t]--lllrrln'| tHolinrs af yeor hprd-snrned—""

Chambllng guivos, L™ interrupted Joff,

y Well!”  BHI sulsided into an
tnevheront geowl, ATtor o fow monents poase,
he dwegsin nenin, Yer rody 48 vo unedd tir b
shicotors JedTy  Plnes whion yn wis n
water vhiaek bl dollnes I thie alr
Ve Wiirts on ¥

=1 r o, il Jem, with a faint similo,
“Thnr's two plintg on the rond o by iooked
to.  The woods beyord the bineksmith's

shop s ustor be.  The (rings of alder
nd buckoye by the orosslpe  Oelow  your
inine,  1inte whers thes kin fetoh yon
without m shiow, Tuar's two waye o' mectin
thm thine, O wny oz 1o pall uy nnd trust to
hiek and livag. The other wur A 1o whip up
lllll'l1l.rl-;ll. wind wond the whole six kiting by like
=111
* Yom," snid Jofm,
e only deawbaek to that plan In this: ti‘u
rand Tk nlone the edge of o preciples, stenlght
down n thousand feet into the river, Ef thess
e VY et o wliof [nto nay one o the six and it
drops, thn conen tarns sharp off. and Jown wao
0, Lt wholo Kerboodls of us, pidtwp lute the
tipn fmlm 4™

"i .r“ul they don't pel the money." snld JolY
gquistly,

Wl ! waplind Yubin Bill, starine at Jefr,
whesse fie wos wot os o it ngedoxt the dark-
IMN, | CRatt ot He then drew a

e b ol nt JoiT pggnin. nnd suld be-
l\l’m'ii Wall, 'y =i 1"
Atthe next stntion they chinnged horses, Bill

rnrnmmllv RUHENisine, espneinlly ne rl'ltn[dml
he weltira and proger comdition of " Bos
Gensn," who hero wos brought ontns o lender,
Formmely thvre wies o el of Hirees ot this
station, nud tds novalty sxood Jell's rinark.,
U Ahieme vk ohnps say thae's fe staticon ot the
Hummit pow.” erowiod 3l dn explonntion ;
St loted dn elosed. aned s all }l-rlvnlu Lot
oty bought by momes chiap from 'Frisco, Lhar
ataehit ta b i lnw naetn sueh dojn'a !

This sugaested onliteration of the lnst traces
of Mixs Muyfehl sogmied to Juff weonly ncor-
robisratlon of hie promonitton, He  shonld
never huar from her wenin! Yol ta hisve stood
wnderthn roofl that lust shaltered Ler, to, por-
ehnned, e met somme ons whio lind soen her
It this was o fnroy that bnd hountod him on
bisjourney. Tt wis all over now, Perlinps it
wie Tor the best,

With the minking Balinid of the lghts of the
Fatign, the oecupiats. of this conet knew thst
o dntige rous peet of the Journey lind begn.
Tha two winrdd in the oomeh had alrosdy nindn

obtraeive nnd waritke pregirntions, to the 1l
eotrealml diseust of Yaba BUL 10 hey been
wiliin® 1o wer thirongh this ¥ar jol withont the

bt el woy ol them dovile vz
wht Lo roateut with o sliot nt
them funey poltsapen inside, ' pall up nnd

v ern e mbow ! Having rollesed b il
Sl manl o more, nied the twalinen Feliapsod
It silenee,  The moon shone belghtly and
ponoeiolly, m fnet pointed out by Bl us ane-
fuvorslly deopening the shadows of the woods,
ol bringing the coach nud the roud into
wronter refivf,

An hour pnssed,  What wore Yubn BHil's
thoughin mre not a part of thils hiistory s thnt
they wore turbulent ol negresssve tight b
ilerped from tho occhsionnl growls atid 1nters
Jected onthim thint Bioke from Wik Hps.  Higt Ji.'lr'
slranet nuomly, dun perhaps 1o youth and
moonight, wis welitpesl | sl bons dirnim
of Miss My feld, of the s ul Lier durel hnir
as ho lind denwes Ber to Lis sida, of the oatlines
of Her sweot toro, vhat ind for soapoament Hehts
Ly totgslimd s own—of auythibng, 1 lear, battho

vath Yo Belioves] b witk hnsten e to,  ut—

JUL muld BIL duan s lstakable tone,

“Yow madl el

*Ahat ar chirop of bekeye on theridge | Reaily
thare! (Leaning over thy box, 1o the gunrds
withinl, A responsise  rustio o the ookl
which gow bousded Torward we (f instinet with

I aaud il g hve,

el madd Bl In nn odd altered wales,
ke the ines g dale Jeff took thenn B
eloaped towned the ook, A pswsetul toanent !
A peslul outlook from the conch ; the white
moonlic vomd stevteliiug Lo this ridge, uo bolse
Lt the stendy grilon of the r.nr,..-.f'

Tl n yollow Masb, broak ing | ythe dark-
ness of His bigoke vernck ke the snnp of u
whin: Yubn Bl stendying binsalf for n mo-
ment, and then lll:'njnll g at Jofls foot !

ey got me, Joeft D Dul—T drawed
Sre ! Don't deopthe lines! lon't spoak!
=they—think 1" v and sou me !

The sl had dlumipnted Jelf as 1o the
danger, se o Bils enecifer, bt absive all, ane
overwivhmine ofl to o thellliog sense of Lils
OWH s e and ubiliry.

Yet he sat Like wstatue. Six maskod Ngures
ol appeared from the very @round, elinging
10 the bits of the lorses, flmvulmh -lu;{pnul.
Two wild purposcless shiots—the flest and lust
firvd by the guards—wore answered by the
mibgaion of 8bx rilles poloted 1nto the windows,
nnd the passensers toollsbily aod bopotently
Bied ot dnto the road,

S Now BHILY sadd o valee, whish Jeff instaptly
regoctized is the Dlackeniith's, " woe wont keep
you [onge.. No hinna down tie tesasirs,"”

The mun’s foot was on the whewls in another
inktant e would be boalde Joff, und diseovery
wite et Jo0 leaned over nndg un ook
thes conele nmip, us 11t wist Didim witl) ita e,
As ilin tarnine 1 el birake thie inmgr,
b iteid the Kopo i sentters! the wick
nod Lingtaw  Nuid r the hnunches of the
Wietipe ! b gidideny Alilals chve oy
wild pinnge forward, 1) el followsd twion
I lewpth, tirowine th ekamith wader bis
Wwhes's, apd Jdeivitg the other horses 1owiard
the biink,  Dut st g Lroke in Je's riwint
finnd, his practised deft hnnd dischneged 1w
Hidden dereiipser gt the sad of Lhe rotibiee who
faed bl the Bigt of ™ Piae Gieass,” und, thriow-
bange this dmeslies worpon awiy, e tndd thia whip
s ety oo her backe Bne npesd o wined mad-
Iy, g the othier Jeaders weth ber, nhd in
tho next mopenl they were [ree nnd wildly ca-
g solownthie gy,

A o st tallowed thems Thenn wore
protedtod by the coneh . but Yuba Bl ermined,

L Are you bt il askoed Jull, Lutaily, e
Badd (orgottien Dis 08 iir,

"N bt borses ure! 1felt'em! Lookat
'em Jeft, !

Jeft hind gatherod up the almost useloss
peius Whe Borses wery ruuning wway i but
TR Giedsa ' was hnping,

“For God's pake,” snnld
deaguing b wouided e
sl " kown her un! Lot}
= iy Gurve,  Lhon't Lot
Can you bkt L peins 1" sald Joll, quickiy.

e T lep

Jont rium--i them to the wounded man, Then,
with Lis bowie kotfo betwean Dis tectl), he
et over tho dasibonnl o the tocks of the
Whieelors, He extingiisio g tiy blasine Jrops
that dha st nad giol BEow i ot on Yoedr =inngts

I!uflll{ll' ul oW
tin' Lo us

their
Yor

Bill, desparnely
OV thiss digsl|=
v g Jef il we
Irog o we'pe e

e Bnanehes, sont with the sl =t of
WOMeXiut ringuern, e s Wiy over ihielp
turbibent Weaonk bivcka 1o 7 Dide Graes" cut
Wit tpaesaind Polus, il ny thiv v HeRrinl

thn oryse
bnpk, wi
iy il

Withh n shr
O T T e
bt

1o thy
SRR MR 2L |
Ll ad

et}

ih Ml the réiue sl L trom his

te. nind e snn ko nt the bt 100 e,

Wi _peisthb=w = el o SOUtEal L
hivipsen N shnaeroms Clurse was s, Dt
| pessility o pursuit. The singto
| A WO DesTrOa e WS Bl =g
T T e T S T T Tt
deiive of 35Us lanets, swiristitag blood ! Tikek
G b Rhouabilie. whs 8 JuEieen]  ficle, Trom
which' Jos CHfe bliod was weitlieg, Tl offl

Wheel diorse wies o, tods thint Inst Soliey
Wik DO OO ot tidrst of Usoless P, DUl wils
il it dnid et sditiled s i L | e S
TR N T T TS I TE R & PR S T T o Y Y Pl [

B wois pbings ol detul Tuno o

Torlovwand Rroke tlie priesiekipai] ik

Dol coin thee romd abowve, e wos
Ve mwinid UL Laie Lo il

Mt thirae, 1o Lire

Ll treamuts O liis Gk

EAlrness vt
A wl lorsost
TP e

LLLLLE R

e Tl me isvtiems B0 Sy i thor

bivwdbnlingg. Wil foh Ml o 1w ]

sk rent o e ) By vne<idead ey,
Torfl wtm b At myosnge il bt s,

Foghity alousind sloilars o gold dust gl
HHITS WK Wim v B i, Neverthirlies
B How  boewaed ke wind,  Prescuny
W bl o Listendi [ i livaf
il o phe e |Gt LI E ) LTI R L
distipet, A Linter thonigghit Dusbivd tiecogh his
i, e foiesd sl O L Dok g g rssed

e tokeiiost of s purstves, J1 wie the pvk-
svith wnted op the AL Licigse du the |
SOy —dr We o0l hinene = laniitii

Bhuit e o St tonee i W1l new trinis,
As el tiewd rouned ogali, b osaw be doad
Pl ] agispt bl ilpeal K

Winkis e pelinsily
1i-way H
it

CLRIL

h il Ll
Wt do O

iy,
Throai b e

AR WIS R
N O G yiwtray hier trust,
LU TLLD W 1 T
iy

niits

Bedtvm B ey

e s b, whow Wl todiyint thilm
Eentivnimes Wncl Kitillires i teh LT
Wik mitse, WLV T it B e, wndl yelu
Togset o wnvaaze b Apod 1 wan 4l AR Wit
Fonel b s tneermnneney, dond don Did s o Ve il ey,
Rt skl iy wone e rnted the Sbi B st

Whint wrs] A single ot 1eom a tridned
Bioggnd sk onier bleiad putelect sat il thre Uik
WL W s i, dphd  fotn Qi Oy Cedind s
Lt t Lomy tempinediy. o Mo, Doakd) tors
TR IS VAT | e 0 S Y B T ST ) T B YT
thimdogy of thie oty st ubmerving hos proineipos
Lt D b dpvesild b widesd wpied won Jikess ber
i it e rw Ly gl s ma

e wiad i, e it e b Cadt fi=g

D pieo with w0 weidoflodnd wandad beee bunig, coni«
claded Lo ullow cautivusly sud uudbilrdsiveiy

IG e rear,

CHAFLER Vi,

Tut Jeff anw bim pol. Wl mind and will
bt on e Obest=1n peieh Lo st bt lon
s Butioit, mid seiel & ol el wesietinig
Lo bk wo idesa o g e Bty toips
ward, Foaw e knew e sdere, But e haod
Do Liine for cugesscs s LB e st ing of
bos landhs i Dl ondy Just notbeed  tiat Ly
wore Ll oy paraes] saaed the sl W gl s
om Wivid, be bud coulvubdud Wie bivud it

win flawing from n out in his sonlp. with thad
from tho wotndoed borse, Tt wis one hour vet
to the Supsmit, bt the roml wos good, th
thonn wol bright, e knew what Rabbit eoul
i, il B woas eyt 10 a'sloek,

As the white outballVings nod resgninr onte
s of the Sutnniit House beenn to b visible,
Joft folt moaingobore rotarpof bis former dreamy

atwtraction, The houre of peell, anger, and ex-
cltoment, he hnd just possed llarnl.ui‘l sermad
ity o puthier 1o be oblider-

Bomething of yen
mml with nll elan that bhad pnssed aines
Jonkod tipon thnt sos e vl AL wins nll chanew

=gtrnngsly ohntuend | Whnt Jeff had taken for
the whire, woodan baros nnd outhonses, were
groenbonses wnd conservatories, The ™ Bume-
it Hotel ™ s o plorytengua SHI, Bestling in
the suli-wnmie tracs, bt m-pr il throueh

euitivatind delds, dweliings of Inhorees, parke-
Bk ontes nod wilis, nod sl the bour 1I‘ul "

polntments of wealth and security, Jeflf thought
i" \'unnlnnr- malediotion snd uuderst it na

1 iz,

Thn bnrking of doms announonsd hiinur
approach to the prinelpal sntrance. Lights
wers  #till  burning in  the upper win-
dows of the house and (ts ofoes, He
wis at onee  surcaundod ¥ Illp Alringe
mediey of o Colitoeninn eanchero's servioe,
i, Chinese i ragueean, Joff hriely stated
pis business. AL Cuernio! ThHis wis it innt-
- far the !llnjllr e, or better the pardicon
Vilwon ! But the padvone, Wilkon, oallod out by
e toimult, nppenrsd in pearson—a linndeoma,
rm-ululn.dl'llldli w-nazed man=who in uwln1l ng
Ispersod the group to burn aod tﬂ“hh' with &
oyon orders of preparution, and then turned to

off,

" You are hyrts comp in!"”

J.muﬂ.mﬂ lilm dneadiy Into the honse, The
sume sense of remote wbstowilon, of vague
dreinmilnesy wis ove nlllllllr ]ﬂm, Hn rosont-
il i, nnd fonght neainat 1t but fn vain: h

wis ouly Ball vonseious thnt his, host h

tmihied  his  head, n wiven 'H §Ome
slight ristorative, ha Tm-l somehing to
trita soothingly and bod loft him, Jeoff wons
depwl i be hin ratulut} wns mbout 1o Inint—
ho hind nonervous deend af thnt womenish wenk-

petw=or if o wers really hurt worse than he
balioved,  Hue telad to mpster himaoll nod grasp

e sitwition By pilnutely examining the room,

towvas lxurously aendshed s Joif had but onoe
Liofore Wit 1o sucl o arcmelinie, s ILIIE onu thnk
hll smbirnesd him, nod ne l: boy be hod dim
rovnllvetions of a Ilts like this, of which his
lulhur wi part. To poor Joil, with his thrab-
stnias e, Ria u{nurlhm ]Iliﬂ'll. wnd his lnpsing
ponients of knlf-forguetialness, this seemod to
wh i return of his old "liere was

vaggue perfums in the room, like that vl:lh'I:Lx
Eu remambared whien he was in tho woods wi

Lisn Miytlald, He ballaved lie was growi
talnt tgenin, swnid wis nbout to rise when the
danr ogwened boliind Wim,

“ s there nnything we ean do foryou? Mr,
“llr--'llii lluululi.-nn 3'- wook your Iriend, and Las
goent Munuwel for 8 doctor,”

Her volee! e Lnrrisdly, turned, she
i‘m standing in H}‘ililmrl\'lurl oxd

e uttered welbight ery, turned very a, -
yanesd toward him, stopped ln&!lunacr:nlm
thies el nuy pleoe,

“1dido’t Kpow it was youw."

With her netunl piesvios Joff's droam an
wenknees fied,. He rosa up afore her, Lils ol
basbiin!, stiummering, awkwird sell,

“ o didu’t know you lived Lere, Miss May-

ramonition,

“ 1 you hnd sent word you were comin ."n}d
Miss Moy el recovaring hereolor brightly in
une elinek, The possibility of hu\'im; sent n
nieshrieer i advinos (o ndviss Miss Muyfleld
of liis projeied viste dld pot strike Jeff ns ridio-
wlons= Your trow lover s fir bovond suen trivi-
tlmu._ He accepted the robuke meekly, Hesald

1 WER BRI

*You might hnve known i1,

U What, Miss Mavilpig s

“That | was liere, 1l iv--u wighed lo know,*

Joft did not reply, He towed his_ head nnd
elisped hls buroed Daads togotlior. Miss Mays
feid suw thair Enw suriness, suw the uxly cut on
Fiim b, pitted Lilm, but went on histily, with
Lot @ s burniug, to sny, womusnlike, whut
wis then deepest in hee heart:

Ay brothersin=inw 1old me your adventure;
Bt I diid pot know Tml I wotersd this room
thut the geatlownn I owistiod o belp was on
whio hid onee rejected iy assistancs, who lan
misupderstood e and cruclly nsuited mel
Oy, furgive me, Mr. jsTluﬂ (Jefl bl rleen),

did pot menn that, But Mpe, Jolf—Jeff, Ou,
ISte hd capgnt bis tortured hnod and bad
wirung & movement ol padn from him. Ouw,
e whint did do wow ¥ Bur, Mr. JefT, alter
whit b possed, after whot yoo snid to me
when yuu wunt_awisy, when you were st that
dendul ploce, Campyilie, when you were two
ot 16 Epernnento, you miglit—yow ought o
e fol e Kvee ol 1'*

Jull turnmd,  Her fnea, mora boautiful than he
hod ever seen 6 ailve kol eloguent with every
thought thnt her womnl's spevell but half ex-
Pemsind, Wiks Vory neir bis—so pedr, thint under
o Lonest oyes Ui wretahisd seales foll from
Liis own, Jiis self-wrought shaokles erumbind
wwny, ind he dropped upon hisa Kpees at he
Lot s shiv £nnk 1ulo the chinie ho hind qui
Boti her hinkds were @ensgisd in I]ll OW Il

“You went uway, andgl stayed,' she sald, re-

pronchifully,

1 haddl no home, Mirs Mayflold."

“Norhnd LT bind to buy tuis," she sajd, with
dellcinuas slmpligity, "und bring 4 family here,
ton.” sl ndded 'II:IHII!WPJ' Bhestupped,
with n slight cu[nr. 3

“Foreive me,"” sald Jeff, burylng his face in
lll:l‘l,ll'illll!l-

¢
" Jorsin,'

“Don't you think you were s little—just a
li.lllli*):-— moun ™

Miss Mavfleld uttered a falntslzh. Helooked
fnto lier nnxious oliveks und cyes, Lils arm stole
rouud herd their lps met_for the fivst tims in

Clong, lingeriug kiss, Thew, [ fear, {or the

e

A siid Miss Mayeld, suddenly besom-

ine practical nod eweetly possessory, ™ you

et e your hntue Gound up jo cotton,*”
s, sitd Jofl oliveriunly.,

AL Yo st go fustuntly to bed,"”

Joll Btored,

Chuewnise uy eister will think it vary late for
B b e SR G U with i geatlemnan,'™

T fdon tiat Miss Mauyleld wus responsible
tonnybody wos sotusdliing new to Jefl.  But hoe
said Luatily, ™ 1 minst stuy nud walt fur Bill, He
riskoed e ife for (e

YOl yes! You must ali me nil aboutit, I
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